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Sunday 17th January 

Bishop Nick has given us dispensation to suspend services in the Benefice 

during lockdown.  However, St Matthew’s remains open for private prayer. 

Stephen will prerecord his celebration of the Eucharist and this will be 

available on Facebook and YouTube at any time from 10.30am. 

At 11:30am there will be virtual Coffee and Chat in Stephen’s Zoom room. 

Contact Stephen to get details if you would like to join in. 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 9:00am  Morning Prayer will be said on 

Zoom.  

Monday 18  

Amos 6 1 Corinthians 6.1-11 

Tuesday 19  

Amos 7 1 Corinthians 6.12-end 

Wednesday 20  

Amos 8 1 Corinthians 7.1-24 

Thursday 21  

Amos 9 1 Corinthians 7.25-end 

Friday 22  

Hosea 1.1-2.1 1 Corinthians 8 

Saturday 23  

Hosea 2.2-17 1 Corinthians 9.1-14 

Sunday 24  
Jonah 3.1-5,10 John 3.16-21 

Bible Readings for the Coming Week 



My Dear Friends 

I am writing this letter as I watch the snow falling through my office 

window – it has been falling all day.  There is something mesmerising 

about snow; watching it, walking in it – it seems to make the world silent.  

Poppy really enjoys it, even as she gets older, she rushes around with her 

nose in the snow.  There is so much beauty around us we just have to open 

our eyes and see., all that beauty in God’s creation. 

I hope that this finds you well and that you are managing through this 

difficult time.  We certainly need things to distract ourselves, to look at the 

positive things in life, no matter how difficult life is – even if it is looking 

out at fresh snow. 

Please continue to be assured of my prayer and please do not hesitate to 

contact me if there is anything that you need. 

May God bless you! 

Yours in Christ 

Rev’d Stephen 

From the Vicarage 

If you need prayer or support, please contact Stephen.   We will try to 

keep in touch with people by telephone, email. And post. 

 

01969 622977 

 

                       stephen.hanscombe@leeds.anglican.org   

Pastoral care 



The beginning of 2021 has certainly been eventful – it has not started 
quietly.  It feels as if there is so much going on around us and the clamour 
of the world seems to get louder and louder: 

− the bad news about Covid-19 and the number of deaths 

− the arguments about restrictions and who is doing what (or not 
doing) 

− the invasion of the Capitol building in Washington DC 

− the outgoing President and impeachment 

− the worries about the inauguration of the new President 

− the quality of food being given to the most needy in our society 

− snow 

This is to name but a few but the noise of all of this can be overwhelming 
in our lives and can stop us from hearing God’s call – never more than at 
this time.  I strongly believe that this is what we need to hear right now – 
we need to spend time in God’s presence, hear his loving voice calling to 
us.  What we need at this time is to stop and listen, saying to him in our 
prayers – ‘Speak Lord for your servant is listening.’  to shut out the noise 
of the outside world and listen to what God is saying to us. 

Our Old Testament reading – the story of Eli and Samuel has a 
remarkable resonance with our life today.  The passage begins by telling 
us, ‘The word of the Lord was rare in those days; visions were not 
widespread.’   That sounds familiar and could apply to our world today.  
The leadership in Israel at the time is corrupt. Eli’s sons have been using 
their status to satisfy their own desires.  Into this situation some sort of 
judgement is on the way – So, 

− Who will speak truth to power? 

− Who is willing to stand and give voice to what God is saying? 

Into this situation comes Samuel, asleep in the temple, hearing the voice 
of God saying to him; Sam-u-el, Sam-u-el.   He hears God calling but 
doesn’t recognise him until Eli encourages Samuel to really hear what is 
being said, to say, ‘Speak Lord for your servant is listening.’  In this 

This week’s sermon 



instance, human speaking and hearing become one of the main means by 
which the light of God’s revelation breaks into the world.  Our world needs 
to hear the word of God, to follow in his footsteps and his kingdom needs 
building here at this time and in this place. 

To be able to hear God calling us we have to open our ears and our hearts 
to enable it to happen but so often the noise of the world gets in the way 
of this.   

Being able to hear God’s call to us is also reflected in our gospel reading, 
part of the call of the disciples.  John focuses in this passage on how Philip 
and Nathaneal come to follow Jesus – what is said to them and what do 
they hear? 

Philip hears the words ‘follow me’ and obediently does as he is told 
without question.  Nathanael hears about Jesus from Philip who excitedly 
tells him about Jesus but Nathanael doesn’t hear what he is being told – he 
responds by exclaiming, ‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth.’  This 
sounds so typical and sounds like human nature – something good 
happens and then something negative is said – don’t we hear that all the 
time in our newspapers and on our televisions at the moment, or even 
worse, we don’t hear the good news we just hear the negative.  Yes, there 
are many things going on in our world that are difficult and challenging like 
all of those things happening that I highlighted at the beginning of this 
sermon. But there are also many good things happening in our world and 
in our community at the moment.  It would be so good to hear some of 
those positive things that are happening.  I spent an afternoon last week 
stewarding at Tenants for the vaccination centre – it was so good, so 
positive and so affirming to see people coming to be protected against this 
virus by the amazing vaccine that scientists have been working on and so 
good to see all those working and volunteering to make it happen.  The 
smiles on peoples faces as they came out certainly made me feel so much 
better. – if we look, if we listen we can see and hear so many good things 
instead of concentrating on the negative - Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth? 

This is what Nathanael does – having been disparaging and scoffed about 
Nazareth he builds up the courage to go and see Jesus face to face.  When 
he gets there he hears Jesus speaking directly to him and then follows him, 



recognising Jesus for who he is – ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God!  You are 
the King of Israel.’  As soon as he listened he recognised who Jesus is and 
is told he will see greater things.  His discipleship starts with this 
recognition. 

Listen, hear and follow. 

Discipleship is a willingness to walk with Jesus through good times and 
through bad.  As we follow Jesus, we learn who he is and as we learn more 
about who he is we learn a lot more about what it means to follow him.  
To do this we have to listen and we have to hear what God is saying.  
Spending time in God’s presence, in prayer, reading scripture, staring at 
the snow falling, admiring a view on our daily exercise.  We all need to 
hear God saying to each of us 

− ‘Follow me’ 

− ‘Come and See 

All we need to do is say, ‘Speak Lord for your servant is listening.’ 

Listen, hear and follow. 

My prayer for all of us is that we can make the time, particularly during 
this lockdown, to stop and hear God’s call to make the time and the space, 
to put aside the noise of the world, to enable us to hear. If we hear that 
call God does something beautiful with our lives, God makes us whole.  
We need to open our hearts to enable God to build his kingdom here 
amongst us:   

He calls you to follow him, 
So that you may do something beautiful with your life and bear much 
fruit, 
The world needs you, the church needs you, Jesus needs you. 
They need your love and your light. 
There is a hidden place in your heart where Jesus lives. 
This is a deep secret you are called to live. 
Let Jesus live in you. 
Go forward with him! 
Amen 

Listen, hear and follow! 



Readings for 2nd Sunday of Epiphany  

Collect 
Almighty God, 
in Christ you make all things new: 
transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace, 
and in the renewal of our lives 
make known your heavenly glory; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 
1 Samuel 3.1–10 [11–20] 
3 Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of 
the Lord was rare in those days; visions were not widespread.  
2  At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could 
not see, was lying down in his room; 3 the lamp of God had not yet gone 
out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark 
of God was. 4 Then the Lord called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ and he said, ‘Here I 
am!’ 5 and ran to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he said, ‘I 
did not call; lie down again.’ So he went and lay down. 6 The Lord called 
again, ‘Samuel!’ Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for 
you called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call, my son; lie down again.’ 7 Now 
Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet 
been revealed to him. 8 The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he 
got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ Then Eli 
perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. 9 Therefore Eli said to Samuel, 
‘Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, “Speak, Lord, for your 
servant is listening.” ’ So Samuel went and lay down in his place.  
10  Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, ‘Samuel! 
Samuel!’ And Samuel said, ‘Speak, for your servant is listening.’[ 11 Then 
the Lord said to Samuel, ‘See, I am about to do something in Israel that will 
make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. 12 On that day I will fulfil 
against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to 
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end. 13 For I have told him that I am about to punish his house for ever, for 
the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he 
did not restrain them. 14 Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the 
iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering for ever.’  
15  Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house 
of the Lord. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16 But Eli called 
Samuel and said, ‘Samuel, my son.’ He said, ‘Here I am.’ 17 Eli said, ‘What 
was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and 
more also, if you hide anything from me of all that he told you.’ 18 So 
Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, ‘It is 
the Lord; let him do what seems good to him.’  
19  As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall 
to the ground. 20 And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel 
was a trustworthy prophet of the Lord.]  
 
Revelation 5.1–10 
5 Then I saw in the right hand of the one seated on the throne a scroll 
written on the inside and on the back, sealed with seven seals; 2 and I saw 
a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, ‘Who is worthy to open the 
scroll and break its seals?’ 3 And no one in heaven or on earth or under the 
earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it. 4 And I began to weep 
bitterly because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into 
it. 5 Then one of the elders said to me, ‘Do not weep. See, the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the 
scroll and its seven seals.’  
6  Then I saw between the throne and the four living creatures and among 
the elders a Lamb standing as if it had been slaughtered, having seven 
horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all 
the earth. 7 He went and took the scroll from the right hand of the one 
who was seated on the throne. 8 When he had taken the scroll, the four 
living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell before the Lamb, each 
holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of 
the saints. 9 They sing a new song: 
‘You are worthy to take the scroll 
   and to open its seals, 
for you were slaughtered and by your blood you ransomed for God 



   saints from every tribe and language and people and nation;  
10 you have made them to be a kingdom and priests serving our God, 
   and they will reign on earth.’  
 
John 1.43–end 
43  The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to 
him, ‘Follow me.’ 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew 
and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found him 
about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of 
Joseph from Nazareth.’ 46 Nathanael said to him, ‘Can anything good come 
out of Nazareth?’ Philip said to him, ‘Come and see.’ 47 When Jesus saw 
Nathanael coming towards him, he said of him, ‘Here is truly an Israelite in 
whom there is no deceit!’ 48 Nathanael asked him, ‘Where did you come to 
know me?’ Jesus answered, ‘I saw you under the fig tree before Philip 
called you.’ 49 Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are 
the King of Israel!’ 50 Jesus answered, ‘Do you believe because I told you 
that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.’ 51 

And he said to him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and 
the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.’  
 
 

Post Communion  
God of glory, 
you nourish us with your Word 
who is the bread of life: 
fill us with your Holy Spirit 
that through us the light of your glory 
may shine in all the world. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord . 
 

We now bless our community and each other: 

To a troubled world, Peace from Christ. 

To a searching world, Love from Christ. 

To a waiting world, Hope from Christ. 



St Matthew’s is open for private prayer every day from 9.00am to 

4.00pm, weather permitting. 

Private prayer  

The suspension of services in both of our churches means that once 

again our Sunday service collections cannot take place.  This money is 

vital to the day-to-day running of our church buildings, so if you feel 

that you would like to make a donation, you could post a cheque to 

 

 The Vicarage,  I’Anson Close,  Leyburn   DL8 5LF 

 

Online donations can be made using the following details:  

 

Account name:  ‘Saint Matthews PCC’ 

Sort Code  20-25-29 

Account No.  90311170 

or 

Account name:  ‘Bellerby PCC’ 
Sort Code  20-25-29 

Account No.  60160342 
 

or 
 

 
Use the                         button at www.leyburn.church 

Donating to our Churches 



Leyburn & Bellerby Online 

Our Website  

Visit  www.leyburn.church  for updates and to 

watch our online services. 

 

Our Facebook Page 

Go to   www.facebook.com/LeyburnandBellerby 

 

Our YouTube Channel 

Search for  The Benefice of Leyburn and Bellerby at 

www.youtube.com to visit our YouTube Channel 

Please let Jan know by 6:00pm on Tuesday if there is anything you 
would like included in the next edition. 

admin@leyburn.church 
      07375 942854                 

Call, WhatsApp or Text        

                         

Next Edition 

If you feel you are able to act as a sidesperson, read a lesson or do 
intercessions for us at St Matthew’s please let Jan know. 

Rota 

http://www.leyburn.church





